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Psycho-analysis has removed the veil from facts that were
known only to a few,, and has even made an effort to deal
with them. But has it any new attitude to them ? In other ^
words, has the deep impression had any lasting or fruitful +
results ? Has it altered our image of the world, and thus
advanced our Weltanschauung? The Weltanschauung of
psycho-analysis is a rationalistic materialism, the Weltan-
schauung of an essentially practical natural science—and this
view we find to be inadequate. When we trace a poem of
Goethe's to his mother-complex, when we seek to explain
Napoleon as a case of masculine protest, or St. Francis as a
case of sexual repression, there comes upon us a deep dis-
satisfaction. Such an explanation is insufficient and does
not do justice to the significant reality of thing-s. What
becomes .of beauty, greatness, and holiness ? These are
most living realities' without which human life would be
superlatively stupid. What is the right answer to the question
of monstrous suffering and conflict? In the true answer
there must reverberate something that at least reminds us
of the magnitude of the suffering. But the merely reasonable,
practical attitude of rationalism, however desirable on many
grounds, ignores «the real meaning of suffering. It is-
simply set aside and ingeniously explained away as irrelevant.
It was a great noise about nothing. Much may faH into this
category, but not everything.
The error, as I said above, lies in the fact that so-called
psycho-analysis has albeit a scientific, yet a purely rationalistic
conception of the unconscious. When we speak of instincts
we imagine we are expressing something about what is known,
but in reality we are speaking of something unknown. Actually
we know only that from the dark spheres of the psyche effects
come to us, which in some way or other must be assimilated
to consciousness, if we are to avoid destructive disturbances
of other functions. It is quite impossible to'say offhand what
is the nature of these effects, whether they originate in
sexuality, in the power-instinct, or in some pther instinct,

